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PREPAREDNESS IS THE ONLY WAY TO KEEP OUT OF WAR: WE NEED AN ARMY *

"There are some whe decry labing any precaulions
or making any preparations of the mililery power of
the nation because they soy it will net prevenl war
bt will provoke d. Men and nations must prepare
to meecl their respensibilities: of # s ‘inadvisable fo
develop sirengih sufficient io repc wrong because such
developed strength may be misused, huwman nature has
indeed reached an impesse. Why should it be pre-
sumed that a jus{ man or a jusf nelion will cease to be

just because #l has the power lo be unjusi? We musi

either frusl others or Irust ourselves.”
HUS briefly, to the mind of The Herald, secrefary
T Garrison dispcses of the, anti-preparedness talk
iz one paragraph in his annual message.
“We muost pither trust ourselves or trust othern™
Thers is much in thet seatence. I we cammot
trust ourselves to build wp an army Jest we be led
ints uwnrightecusness; to fighting battles of conguest;
te waging war for the sake of waging it, then we
mpst disarm and trust to the generosity of other
sations not to atiack us
We might carry it further and say we could disarm
the forces we pow have and trust to the people inm the
United States pever to do anyvihing that we might
oeed an army to suppress. Of comrsa, the Mexicans
would never shoot into this comntry—nothing kike that
would ever happen i we had no army at 2l We counld
trust them, st least that is the argument in effect of
the pesce propagandists

As The Herald has oiten said, no man need becoms
& bully merely because he ix powerful emough to whip
asnother man less strong physically. Few men do. The
average big, healthy, clean man, trained in the art of
soif Sience, “prepared for action™ as it were, is seldom
fhe man seep in a strest brawl Fighting is psually
done by ihe other sort. The man who iz able 1o take
care of himyell, seldom finds himsell called upon teo put
up a defence; you never hear of him picking a quarrel
with another man. He iz not of that type.

We hire police, not to arrest men after crimes have
been committed, but to prevent crimes.

We take out fire insurance om our homes and busi-
ness institutions; mel that we want to burn them, but
as protection against fire,

We take out life msurance to be prepared against
death; as protection for our families,

Why, then, 1s it & crime (o prepare agsinst war?

The mere act of preparation does not mean par-
ticipaizon.

There is no glory in a war fought for conguest and
no president of the United States, no secretary of war,
no congress—no matter how well equipped—would want
to fight a war merely because they had the men and
material to fight it with, least of all in 2 republic
like the United States, where the sentiment of all the
people decides the future pelitical welfare of every man
with ambition.

Could a president, armed no matter how wail, with
an army To matter what size, rush the United States
into ap unjust war and smerge with the approval of
the people? Without approval behind him, no man
would dare embark this nation upon & war. Tt would
mean his political anmihilation and every man with a
grain of sense kmows it. War would carry dawn te
death and disability, the flower of the couniry—as it has
always done—and the condemnaticn from the surviving
relstivés would be such, if the war was an unjust war,

that the man or men why sianed it, would be forever
buried in oblivien. Therefore, it caonot be argued that
with a large army, our presidents and our congresses
would be prone to hasten into & comflict. 'This mation
kas never entered cpon a war without popular approval
behind its responxible officials and it never will »o
matter what size army we may have.

It does met take a statesman to point cut {0 us
what has happened (o the weak, the unprepaved, in
ware, China, Belgium, Servia all are recent example=.
Without the force necessary to back up their arge-
ments, they have been engulfed by the more powerful

Perhaps this great European war WAS the result
of preparedness on the part of = nation or nations
anxious to demonstrate their military skill in conquest
But the mations of Europe involved in the war (France
excepied) are not republics fike the United States,
Their rulers are not responsible to the people, as the
rulers of the United States are. To combat just such
an irresponsible force, we must be prepared Weak
and unprepared, we would be taken unawares and
crushed until such time as, at terrible cost, we could
recover and shake ofi the monster that had gripped ns.

War will never be brought on by the United Stales
except to preserve our natiomality or in the cause of
humanity. We were stronger than Mexico, but, after
going inte Veracruz, we withdrew. Because of our
sirength we were mot Jed into anything uansighteous
there. The president would even have had semtiment
back of him had he continued to march his forces to
Mexico City, once he had landed them in Veracruz, but
they were withdrawn. Stresgth did not make us ag-
gressive.

There is no legitimate reason for opposing the
increase of the army and every reason for supporting
it. Just what guccass will atiend the presidential plans
for a “Continental Army" of reserves and for reserves
for the regular army, is a question that must be soived
by the future. The plan for a continental army, prob-

ably, is as good ax any eof the olhers suggested for sug-
menting the regulsr srmy. Asy plan would be an ex-
periment and we might as well experiment with this
as with any other. The secrefary savs if it is neot a
success; compulsory military service will de the next
step. We are almost inclined to ssy that we ought to
hope for its failure, if compulsory service would be
the rasult, for compulsory service is a thing that should
be brought about. 1t would assure us of preparsdness
and would result in physically better young men
thronghout the country.

Compulsery sérvice in the regular army with no
“Continental Army™—just one big regular army, train-
ing young men constantly and torning them out iolo 2+
reserve corps, would, in the opinion of The Hemald, be
the most effective step towards continped preparnd-
ness that could be taken. It would also result in a
nation of better men, of stronger men, and it would
kave the advantage of training all inst=ad of a few of
our young men to take care of themselves in the event
of war. The president and the secretary wamt to iry
the experiment of & continental mrmy, however, so let
the experiment go forward. The Herald is not con-
cetped so much with this as with the regular army.
We need a2 larger regular, standing army and the
American nation skheuld support congress and the presi-
dent in their creastion of cne We may then hope for
the time when compulsory service will come, when sur
army will be made still larger, with the enlistment period
for active service shorter and for the reserves longer;
when every young man will have to go through at feasta
year's traiving. Then will America truly be preparad for
defence, and against the palaver of the anti-prepared-
ness advocates, for with their own sonz and bretkers
as a part of this great army, as every son and brother
would have to be at onme time or ancther, the cry that
is mow raised against the menace of a standing army
could no! be repeated. It is the surest way fo protect
2 mation.

(BY C. A. M)
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